
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  
JANUARY 21-26, 2020  
SASKATOON, SK  

Singing Into Unity  - 7:30pm Tuesday January 21 
St. Stephen's Anglican Church, 10 Grosvenor Cres  

Service and Luncheon  - 12:00pm Thursday January 23 
Liturgy 12:00pm, Lunch 12:30pm  
Queen's House, 601 Taylor Street East  

Celebrating Our Unity -An Ecumenical Ceilidh  
7:30pm Friday January 24 
Christ Church Anglican, 515 28th Street West  

Closing Service - 3:00pm Sunday January 26 
St. Philip Neri Roman Catholic Church, 1902 Munroe Ave  

EXTENDING OUR UNITY  

This year during Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, in light of 
our theme, They showed us unusual kindness", we are asking 
that you bring donations of food to each service to give to the 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish Food pantry which helps the 
community.  

WEEKDAY MORNING PRAYER SERVICES  
AND BREAKFAST  
8am  

Monday January 20 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church  
436 Spadina Cres East  

Wednesday January 22  
Calvin Go Forth Presbyterian Church  
1602 Sommerfeld Ave  

Thursday January 23 
All Saints Anglican Church  
1801 Lorne Avenue  

Friday January 24 
Resurrection Lutheran Church  
310 Lenore Drive  
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Knox United Church 

 

 



Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Opening Service 

Sunday, January 19th 2020 
Knox United Church 

 
●  Welcome from the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism 
 
●  Hymn: Come, Let Us Sing (Voices United 222)  
 
●  Opening Prayer  
One: God of all, we are people on a journey.  We find our 
way through the wonders of your creation, yearning for 
peace and wellness along the path.  Walking as followers 
of Jesus, may we seek justice through his ways.  

All: Open our hearts to others around us, even when 
our differences have made them strangers to us.  May 
we learn the humility of getting along, so we can find 
our way into harmony, seeking unity as disciples of 
Jesus, and finally coming to love our neighbours along 
the way.  

One: We who have become used to brokenness and 
division need you, God.  We need your touch on our hearts 
and spirits to open us up to the many gifts that others bring 
to our lives and to our souls.  Help us learn the ways of 
genuine welcome and openness to those who are not just 
like us, yet share so much of faith and life with our own.  
May we come to recognize so much that we all share with 
others of different traditions, and celebrate what we all 
bring to the table of faith. 

All: In the face of our differences and distance, God, 
call us back to the core of what we believe and what 
Jesus teaches – to love the stranger, to overthrow the 
walls of division, to rest firmly in relationship with you 
and therefore with each other.  
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All: Hear our prayer.  

One: God, in you we find the way, the truth, and the life. 
We pray for our community – that together we might find 
our way into deeper lives of peace, harmony, and justice. 
May our neighbors from different religious communities be 
blessed in their faith, and may we learn and respond to the 
wide-open quality of your love. In our prayers, we think of 
those who live on the margins of society, those who know 
poverty, loneliness, despair, or illness.  May we know 
Jesus in them.  God of grace ...  

All: Hear our prayer.  

One: To you, God, we raise our prayers.  May our words 
and our deeds reflect the love of the Christ, the power of 
the Spirit, and the endless reach of the Creator. 

All: Amen.  

One: Now, from the stories of our faith from long ago, we 
speak the words of the prayer of Jesus, as together we  
say …  

All: Our Father ...   Amen. 

 

●  Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West (Voices 
United 606) 

 

●  Benediction 

 

●  Postlude 
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One: Come, Holy Spirit, help and guide us to work for 
harmony and equity wherever we are. Let your holy justice 
role down like waters!  

All: Help us to live as sisters and brothers in faith, 
welcoming everyone in your name, sharing with each 
other the joy of being your people, made in your 
image, yearning to be fully disciples of Jesus.  Amen.  

 
●  Scripture Readings 

Acts 27:18-19, 21           (Joan Fast, Knox United Church) 

We were being pounded by the storm so violently that on 
the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard, and 
on the third day with their own hands they threw the ship’s 
tackle overboard. 

Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then 
stood up among them and said, ‘Men, you should have 
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby 
avoided this damage and loss.  

Psalm 85 (Voices United page 802, responsive) 

Luke 18:9-14                                        (Martha Ferguson,  
                                      St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church) 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and regarded others 
with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, 
or even like this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a 
tenth of all my income.” But the tax-collector, standing far 
off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his  
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breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell 
you, this man went down to his home justified rather than 
the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 
all who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 

●  Message – Bishop Chris Harper 

●  Apostle’s Creed  

All: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  

I believe in Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 

●  Offering & Offertory Hymn:  

 We are Pilgrims On a Journey (Voices United 595) 

(While the hymn is sung an offering will be collected for the 
Prairie Centre for Ecumenism)  
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●  Community Prayer 

One: God of reconciliation and grace, be with us this day 
and through this week as we pray for unity and harmony in 
your church.  Help us be strong in seeking you; united in 
finding you; bold in speaking you; courageous in living you, 
so we may share your love in all our ways. God of grace ...  

All: Hear our prayer.  

One: God of remembrance and story, we think of all the 
ways your love touches us and overflows in our live and 
the lives of many.  May we know your presence within us 
and among us through our days, and may we know that 
you are with every person, bringing us together in the love 
and guidance of Christ.  May we find even fuller ways of 
expressing and enacting reconciliation and unity of faith 
among our many traditions.  God of grace …  

All: Hear our prayer.  

One: God of healing and care, you bless us with new life 
even in the midst of the troubles of our time and place.  
Where people know loss and pain, may they find hope and 
courage toward life’s fullness once again; where the world 
seems fear-filled, may people find peace and light for their 
way; where spirits are failing in the face of trials, may 
people feel the wind of the Spirit blowing through their lives 
bringing new vision and will for change.  May we join with 
others in bringing holy compassion and caring to those we 
encounter on our journeys, and seek ways to share the 
ministry of Jesus along our pathway.   

In the words of our mouths, and in the depths of our hearts, 
we raise up the people and circumstances that weigh upon 
our hearts today (specific prayers are welcome, aloud or 
silent). God of grace ...  


